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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 08/02/06 and 04/1 9/07 
has been considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 3, 5-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The term "substantially current" in claims 1 , 3, 5-9 is a relative term which 
renders the claim indefinite. The term "substantially current" is not defined by the claim, 
the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and 
one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention. The claim language used in claim 3 wherein the claim states "substantially 
current" is indefinite because the applicant has not specified what is considered as 
"substantially current". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bates et 
al. (US Patent Publication 2001/0055974 herein after referenced as Bates). 

Regarding claim 1 , Bates discloses a telephone system and method for 
selectively ringing one or more land phones or portable phones based on the self- 
detected geographical position of a portable phone [TITLE] which reads on claimed "A 
protocol for location-based telecommunications redundancy, operable at a data- 
communications topology juncture having at least two telecommunications media there- 
at". In addition Bates continues to disclose the system and method wherein a region 
with a list of current phone numbers whose operation may be affected by the presence 
or absence of a portable phone within the region and further gives a specific example of 
when a portable phone is at home (710) that a call to either home phone or portable 
phone [Paragraph [0044]], which reads on claimed "On the occurrence of a call- 
processing request from a caller to a recipient, first software at-the-juncture accessing a 
substantially current location for the recipient;", will cause the call router (750) to ring 
both phones depending on the phone parameters set for that region [Paragraph [0044]] 
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which reads on claimed "Using the current location, second software at-the-juncture 
propagating the request to "ring" at two call-receiving devices closest to the current 
location -wherein one of the devices is a mobile telecommunications device of the 
recipient and the other of the devices is a terrestrial device of the recipient that is 
closest to the current location of the recipient." 

Regarding claim 2, Bates discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 1). In addition, Bates continues to disclose the system and method wherein the 
call router determines whether the ringing of a phone should be altered due to the 
presence of a portable phone and the phone parameters in any defined region 
[Paragraph [0053]] which reads on claimed " the request to "ring" the terrestrial device is 
a request for a distinctive ringing." 

Regarding claims 3 and 4, Bates discloses everything claimed as applied above 
(see claim 1 and claim 3). In addition, Bates continues to disclose the call router 
determining the location of the portable phone as it enters or exits the defined region 
[Paragraph [0054]] which reads on claimed "wherein substantially current location for 
the recipient is derived from obtaining coordinates corresponding to a cell of the 
recipient's mobile telecommunications device." and also reads on claimed "wherein the 
coordinates are selected from the list: a. A geographic map reference, b. A 
telecommunication infrastructure logical location, c. A mobile telecommunication service 
cell, d. A mobile telecommunications micro-cell, and e. A mobile telecommunications 
antenna coverage location." 
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Regarding claim 5, Bates discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 1). In addition, Bates continues to disclose the call router to detect whether the 
portable phone is within a defined region [Paragraph [0054]] and further discloses that 
the geographical regions may be defined by the user [Paragraph [0035]] which reads on 
claimed "wherein substantially current location for the recipient is derived from obtaining 
coordinates corresponding to an area of preference designated by the recipient." 

Regarding claim 6, Bates discloses a call router [Paragraph [0044]] to be part of 
a telephone system and method for selectively ringing one or more land phones or 
portable phones based on the self-detected geographical position of a portable phone 
[TITLE] which reads on claimed "An article of manufacture including a computer usable 
medium having computer readable program code embodied therein for facilitating a 
protocol for location-based telecommunications redundancy, operable at a data- 
communications topology juncture having )at least two telecommunications media 
there-at,". In addition Bates continues to disclose the system and method wherein a 
region with a list of current phone numbers whose operation may be affected by the 
presence or absence of a portable phone within the region and further gives a specific 
example of when a portable phone is at home (710) that a call to either home phone or 
portable phone [Paragraph [0044]], which reads on claimed "first computer readable 
program code for causing a computer to, on the occurrence of a call-processing request 
from a caller to a recipient, accessing a substantially current location for the recipient;", 
will cause the call router (750) to ring both phones depending on the phone parameters 
set for that region [Paragraph [0044]] which reads on claimed " tied to the first computer 
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readable software, second computer readable program code for causing the computer, 
using the current location, propagating the request to "ring" at two call-receiving devices 
closest to the current location - wherein one of the devices is a mobile 
telecommunications device of the recipient and the other of the devices is a terrestrial 
device of the recipient that is closest to the current location of the recipient." 

Regarding claim 7, Bates discloses a call router [Paragraph [0044]] to be part of 
a telephone system and method for selectively ringing one or more land phones or 
portable phones based on the self-detected geographical position of a portable phone 
[TITLE] which reads on claimed "A program storage device readable by machine, 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform 
steps for facilitating a protocol for location-based telecommunications redundancy, 
operable at a data-communications topology juncture having at least two 
telecommunications media there-at". In addition Bates continues to disclose the call 
router determining the location of the portable phone [Paragraph [0054]] as well as 
disclosing the portable phone sending geographical position reports [Paragraph [0052]] 
which reads on claimed "Maintaining a substantially current location for a mobile device 
of a recipient;". Bates also discloses the system and method for assigning a telephone 
number to a geographical location [Fig. 18 and Paragraph [0055]] which reads on 
claimed "Accepting from the recipient a list of at least one terrestrial devices," and 
claimed "Establishing a mobile telephone synonymous coordinate for each of the at 
least one terrestrial devices." Bates continues to disclose the phone parameters of the 
telephone numbers to be assigned as alphanumeric assignment [Fig. 8] which reads on 
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claimed "each device respectively identified by infrastructure predetermined logical 
alphanumeric assignment code." Bates further discloses that the assigned telephone 
number is connected to the recipient mobile and follows the phone parameters set for 
as long as the assigned number is within the defined region [Paragraph [0055]] which 
reads on claimed "Keeping a current preference correspondence between the current 
location of the mobile device of the recipient and a most proximate terrestrial device 
based on the respective synonymous coordinate." 

Regarding claim 8, Bates discloses the system and method for assigning a 
telephone number to a geographical location [Fig. 18 and Paragraph [0055]] which 
reads on claimed "A location registration method, for use in the protocol for location- 
based telecommunications redundancy." Bates continues to disclose the method of 
assigning a telephone number to a defined geographical location and assigning one or 
more phones to the assigned geographical region such that when the assigned 
telephone number is called, all the assigned phones in the assigned region are rung 
[Fig. 18, Paragraph [0055]] which reads on claimed "from a substantially mobile phone 
located next to a connected substantially terrestrial telecommunications unit, 
transmitting an accepted terrestrial -system identification number for the terrestrial unit; 
at a predetermined juncture in a data-communications topology, recording the 
identification number in logical association with a base-station antenna-space location 
for the substantially mobile phone during the transmitting." 

Regarding claim 9, Bates discloses a telephone system and method for 
selectively ringing one or more land phones or portable phones based on the self- 
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detected geographical position of a portable phone [TITLE] which reads on claimed "A 
protocol for location-based telecommunications redundancy, operable at a data- 
communications topology juncture having at least two telecommunications media there- 
at". In addition Bates continues to disclose the system and method wherein a region 
with a list of current phone numbers whose operation may be affected by the presence 
or absence of a portable phone within the region and further gives a specific example of 
when a portable phone is at home (710) that a call to either home phone or portable 
phone will cause the call router (750) to ring both phones depending on the phone 
parameters set for that region [Paragraph [0044]] which reads on claimed "the protocol 
is characterized by an occurrence of a call-processing request - from a caller to a 
recipient - resulting in substantially simultaneously "ringing" of a plurality of proximate 
recipient respective-media devices wherein one of the devices is a mobile 
telecommunications device." 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Mapa whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5540. The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY TO THURSDAY 8:00AM - 
5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jefferey Harold can be reached on (571)272-7519. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael Mapa/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 41 1 3 
/Jefferey F Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 411 3 



